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FOREWORD 

Written  Comments  and  Responses  on 
DEIS/DEIR,  SDEIS/SDEIR,  and  Public 
Hearing  is  one  of  six  separately  bound 
volumes  which  constitute  the  Final 
Environmental  Impact  Statement/ 
Environmental  Impact  Report  package 
for  the  Third  Harbor  Tunnel/Central 
Artery  Project,  as  listed  below. 

1.  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statement/Report 

2.  Written  Comments  and  Responses  on 
DEIS/DEIR,  SDEIS/SDEIR,  and  Public 
Hearing 

3.  Public  Hearing:   Synopsis  of 
Testimony,  Responses  to  Verbal 
Comments,  Transcript 

4.  Supportive  Engineering  Report 

5 .  Appendices 

6.  Two- Lane  Tunnel/Optional  Fort 
Point  Channel  Concepts 

Materials  are  organized  as  follows: 

Comments  and  Responses  on  the 
DEIS/DEIR;  Comments  and  Responses  on 
the  SDEIS/SDEIR;  and  Public  Hearing 
Written  Testimony  and  Responses. 
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experimental  study  of  one-way  toll  collections  for  the  Callahan/ 
Sumner  Tunnels  and  the  .lystic-Tobin  Sridge.   We  believe  the 
results  of  this  study  should  be  incorporated  into  the  Final  CIS. 

The  "Construction  Impacts"  section  (page  221-225)  of  the  four 
"build"  alternatives  indicates  that  triffic  datounng  during  con- 
struction could  result  in  temporary  adverse  air  quality  impacts.         /T2\ 
The  Final  EIS  should  discuss  with  as  much  detail  as  possible  the          "_"■'' 
detour  routes  for  the  chosen  alternative.   The  Final  EIS  should 
also  emphasize  mitigation  measures  such  as  traffic  control  measures 
and  improved  mass  transit  service  in  tne  affected  areas. 

The  Third  Harbor  Tunnel's  planning  and  project  level  conformity 
with  Massachusetts'  State  Implementation  Plan  (SIP)  is  addressed 
in  Section  4.6  of  the  Draft  EIS,  page  196.   We  agree  with  this 
discussion  only  as  it  relates  to  the  planning  level  conformity,          >^-s 
and  disagree  with  the  statements  concerning  project  level  con-           (43) 
fonaity.   The  EIS  stateai   "The  Federal  Highway  Administration           ^—^ 
has  determined  that  this  project  is  included  in  the  transporta- 
tion improvement  program  for  the  Metropolitan  Area  planning  Coun- 
cil area.   Therefore,  pursuant  to  23  CFH  770,  this  project  conform 
to  the  SI?.   Since  tha  project  conforms  to  the  SI?,  a  mesoscale 
air  quality  analysis  is  not  required  from  tne  Federal  standpoint. 
It  has  been  performed  as  part  of  this  study  due  to  State  (Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering)  require- 
ments." We  do  not  agree  that,  because  a  proposed  project  is  part 
of  an  approved  plan  or  prograa,  the  project  need  not  be  eval- 
uated for  oroject  level" conformity  with  the  SIP.   As  you  know, 
Massachusetts'  SIP,  which  is  federally  approved,  has  specific 
project  level  criteria  and  detailed  procedures  (Appendix  J>  for 
determining  project  level  conformity. 

!            Air  Qua  lit-/  -  ?oint  Source 

Tho  Draft  EIS  states  that  effects  from  ventilation  buildings  en 

tha  surrounding  carbon  monoxide  concentrations  were  found  to  be 

insignificant.   However,  the  measure  of  "significance"  used  in           /T+\ 

deriving  this  conclusion  is  not  discussed.   Scaling  results  in            (44) 

Table  45  (page  205)  indicate  tnat  »ight-hour  carbon  monoxide             ^^ 

concentration*  in  excess  of  1,000  micrograms  per  cubic  meter  (10% 

of  the  National  Ambient  Air  Quality  Standard)  are  possible.   EPA 

considers  an  increase  in  one-hour  c-.-bon  monoxide  concentrations 

greater  than  2,000  ug/m3  and  eight-hour  concentrations  greater 

than  500  ug/m^  from  a  new  point  source,  to  be  "significant". 

The  carbon  monoxide  impacts  of  the  ventilation  building  should 

be  quantified  in  tho  Final  EIS  and  included  in  the  total  impact 

calculation. 

In  screening  for  worst  case  concentrations  from  the  ventilation           ^^^ 
buildings,  a  wind  blowing  directly  to  the  receptor  should  be              /ijj] 
used  instead  of  sixteen  eempasa  directions  (Appendix  5  -  Air              ^ — / 
Quality,  page  10).   The  sixteen  direction  method  is  likely  to 
underestimate  worst  case  impacts  at  many  receptors. 
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